
It has been a fox free year, except for the night Dan forgot to shut 
one of the hen houses!  But the dead bantams were delicious, and 
the replacement hens are wonderful layers - even in December.  
We now have 3 pretend sheepdogs to move around the farm,  
protecting all the poultry and also 8 guinea-fowl, whose rattling 
noise is said to deter foxes.   

 
We had 4 new lambs in the spring, and we enjoyed having them in the garden 
until they started eating the blossom!  We raised 6 pigs  and, together with 2 
rams, we have had more good meat to share and sell.  2008 was our best 

blackberry and apple year with lots of jam and jelly.  
Our October pumpkin was so big, it burst a wheel on 
the trolley, and caterpillars ate the whole crop of     
brussels sprouts in one night!  Better luck in 2009 we 
hope!  We will also need to 
strengthen the fence where 
early one  morning, all the 
pigs got through to the       
vegetable garden and 
greeted Esther in her     
pyjamas at the gate,      
having ploughed up all the 
grass paths! 

We spent the first half           
of the  year preparing for 
George and Jenny’s       
wedding blessing in          
Sidlesham church,           
followed by a wonderful family day at Applefield.  
 

Not an animal poo was to be found on 3rd August, and the sheep and       
ponies only nibbled the flowers and bunting after it was all over!  We were 
also celebrating 10 years here, Dan’s 70th birthday, Alexandra’s 30th,   
Elizabeth’s 25th and Dan and Esther’s 34th wedding anniversary.  We have 
had much to appreciate all year, and have really loved 
our visits from friends and family, as going away for 
even one night involves a lot of luggage as you can 
see...  
Good news - George and Jenny are planning 
to move to Chichester next summer.  
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Farm Family 

Work Everybody’s jobs have stayed the same and are enjoyed! 


